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31st CoNGREss,
1st Session .

.•

Rep. No. 77.

Ho.

OF REPS.

'

SAYLES J. BOWEN.
[To accompany bill H. R. No. 92.]
'I

FEBRUARY

13, 1850.

Mr. NELSON, from the Committee of Claims, made the following

REPORT:
The Committee of Claims, to whom were referred two several petitions of
Sayles J~ ·Bowen, and accompanying documents, report:
That the petitioner was employed as a clerk in the office of the S~c_ond
Auditor of ~he Trea:sury Department, for the purpose of exammmg,
stating, and recording the accounts of the Chickasaw Indians, for the
disbµrsement of their funds held in trust for them by the United States,
from the first of-March, 1846, to the first of July, 1847, a period
of one year and four months, at a salary of $600 per annum, which
salary was paid to the petitioner out of the fund known as the " Chickasaw fund.''
·
"·
The petitioner was o_ccupied but about one-third of his time in attending to the duties required of him, in relation to said Chickasa-,v fund;
that during the residue of his time he was required by the Second Auditor to perform other duties as a · clerk in said office; that for the whole
period the petitioner was employed as clerk of the Chickasaw fund, and
when he was not occupied in the discharge of those duties, being about
two-thirds of his time, he was, by the direction of the Second Auditor,
employed in adjusting and settling the recruiting accounts of the officers
of the army; that he was a very faithful, competent, and meritorious ·
clerk, and rendered every essential service to that department in the adjustment and settlement of the recruiting accounts; all which fully appears by the letter of the chief clerk of that bureau, and that of the clerk
having the charge of all the recruiting accounts, submitted to the committee.
.
Mr. Clark, the clerk-having the charge of the "recruiting accounts,"
states, in his letter submitted to the committee, that the petitioner, besides attending to all his duties as "Chickasaw clerk," stated as many
"recruiting accounts" as any derk in that office on that branch of bu.i5iness, and were generally more accurate than those stated by the other
clerks.
Mr. Polk, the chief clerk in that bureau, in his letter, says that, if the
petitioner had not been employed in the settlement of aecounts (alluding
to th~ recruiting accounts) in that office, the employment of some one
else m that office would have been indispensably necessary, unless the
business had been suffered to remain unperformed ._
,
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For the s~~vices thus re};dered by the. petitioner in s~atin_g and settling
the "recruiting_ c:ccounts, _he h~s n~ceived n_o compensat10n whatever,
the Second Auditor not feeling himself authon~ed to pay' him anything
more than his salary of $ 600 as Chickasaw clerk.
'
,
The petitioner asks to be a1lowed for those latter .services at the rate
of $600 a year, in ad~ition to his salary of $600 a year as '' Ch{ckasaw
clerk."
·
"'
.
The committee are satisfied that the petitioner has r~ndered faithful
and useful services to the government, besides those devolving' upon him
as clerk of the Chickasaw fund, and for which latter services he was
paid, not by the government, but by the Indians,out of·thefund held for
them by the government.
·
,
It is also shown that, under the ' act of Congress of March, 1848,
making an appropriation for the employment of ~dditional derks in
the Sec.a nd and Third Auditors' offices, Mr.'Bowe,n was assigned to the
Third Auditor's office, at a salai~y of $1,000 per anpum, wlJ.ere he remained until the 13th October, 1848, when · p.e was discharged, because
the appropriation under the act of l\!Iarch, 1848/ had b~~ri exhausted;
and although tJJ.e then Secretary of the Treasury aJ1,d the Third· Auditor ·
applied to Congres_s for an appropriation to continue the twe~ve additional
clerks, which was considered by those officers highly necessary, if not
indispensable, for the public service, appropriation was 011:ly made for the
continuation of six additional clerks.
·
That on the 17th of November following, the Secretary , of the Treasury, after consulting with the chief clerk of the Thii:d Auditdr's office,
again employed Mr. Bowen, on which day he again entered upon the
duties which had been formerly a~signed 'to him as a.clerk in that office,
and continued to discharge. such duties up' to . the 4th of ,April, 1849,
when the present Secretary of the Treasury discharged Mr. Bowen., ?n
the ground that he (the secretary) did not, feel authorized to employ him
· ·
longer without the consent or authority of Cong~ess .
For this last serviae, the petitioner, Mr. Bowen, claims to · be allowed
$383 28, for four months and eight days' service, from the 17th November, 1848, to 4th April, 1849, inclusive? being .~t the ~ate of ,$1,000 per
annum, the salary allowed to clerks domg the llke service.
'.
..
The committee are of opinion that in equity, at least, the petit10ner
should be allowed for all the services he rendered during the period first
above mentioned~ to wit: from the first of March, 1846, to . the first of
Jl:ly, 1847, at the Tate of $1,000 a year, or $400 a year in addition to
his salary of $600 a year as clerk of the " Chickasaw Jund;'' and that
he should also be paid ·and allowed the sum of $383 28 for the four
months and eight days' service as a clerk in the Third Auditor.'s office,
last above mentioned and referred to.
The committee, in accordance with their opinion, have prepared a bill,
which they ask leave to introduce.
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